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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
As work begins on crafting the 2010-11 budget, 
there are a number of areas that are being ex-
amined that may cause significant increases 
from the 2009-10 budget. First, because admin-
istrators gave concessions during 2009-10 in the 
form of a furlough and elimination of annuity 
payments, this line item will increase signifi-
cantly in 2010-11. Second, because the bulk of 
Title I ARRA (stimulus) funds will sunset at the 
end of this year, most of the costs that were paid 
for through these funds will need to be absorbed 
by the Board of Education budget. Third, we are 
planning for higher special education costs pri-
marily because of a due process case in which 
the district is currently involved. Finally, while the 
current draft of the teachers’ contract calls for no 
step or general wage increases, there will be 
some certified staff members who have obtained 
additional degrees, which will increase this line 
some. In addition, it is anticipated that the 2010-
11 budget proposal will make some attempt to 
restore some of the positions lost in the current 
year. 

Toffolon Trick Or Treat Project 
Toffolon students recently participated in a commu-
nity service project led by Student Support Facilita-
tor Ann Bucchi. After trick or treating or attending 
a Halloween party, Toffolon children chose candies 
from their treat bags to donate to the Toffolon Bag 
Of Treats project. The candy was donated to the 
American Red Cross chapter in New Britain; the 
Red Cross will distribute it to families in the Transi-
tional Housing Project, local food pantries, and 
other programs that provide food for those in shel-
ters. A portion of the candy will also be sent to mili-
tary personnel serving in Afghanistan. Students 
and staff at Toffolon collected 101 pounds of candy 
which amounted to 3,678 pieces for distribution.  

Toffolon Supports African  
Children’s Choir 
 The Destiny African Children's Choir recently 
visited the Louis Toffolon Elementary School in 
Plainville. The group performed a concert and 
answered students' questions. The choir is com-
prised of 17 children from an orphanage in 
Uganda. The group raises money by performing 
and sends the proceeds to Uganda to help build 
homes and schools at the Kampala Children's 
Center where they live. The Toffolon Music 
Committee raised $250 for the organization. 

PHS SALT Students Attend Y.E.S.  
for Diversity Conference 
PHS Student Athlete Leadership Team members 
Marcquille Johnson, Mikayla Wells, Tom 
Dinda, Chris Kuzia and Alle Caponigro, along 
with SALT Advisor John Zadnik, recently at-
tended a day long Youth Empowerment Summit 
(Y.E.S.) for Diversity Conference. The conference, 
designed by Connecticut High School students for 
Connecticut High School students, focused on 
empowering students to address aspects of social 
awareness and equity at school and in the com-
munity. Participants gained awareness and under-
standing on topics such as race, discrimination, 
violence, personal identity, suicide, gender equity, 
homophobia and the emotional pain of peers. 
They also learned a number of skills including how 
to use student voice to enhance their school and 
community, and how appreciating and utilizing di-
versity can positively impact youth empowerment.  


